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ABSTRACT 

This is part of a report which was published earlier 
in toto as ED 040 695. The first section of the report discusses the 
perspective of the study; the strategy of cross-commitment, which 
consists of (1) a year of national service, (2) greater protection of 
teaching from research, and (3) new measures to advance equality of 
opportunities in higher education; and the feudal quality of American 
higher education and the problems of guiding it. Section 2 deals with 
the National Service, its voluntary feature, length, range of 
options, its relation to the military service, the timing, its 
sociological structure and educational consequences, the costs of the 
program and sources of finances, and the scope of participation. The 
next section, equality and quality in liberal arts and technical 
education, explores the relationship among (1) selectivity, (2) 
standards, (3) balance between technical and liberal arts education, 
and (4) the organizational structure of colleges and universities and 
discusses how admission criteria can be changed to advance equality 
of opportunity with little loss in quality, arid how many years of 
college should be available for all. The last section deals with 
increasing the separation of teaching from research. (AF) 
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under the auspices of the Center for Policy Research. 

A second report to result from this same grant is 
a work by Dr. Murray Milner, a Research Associate of 
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Effects of Federal Aid to Higher Education on Social 
and Educational Inequality." 
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I. HIGHER EDUCATION IN AN ACTIVE SOCIETY 



A strategy of cr os s- commitment to three developments is proposed: 
(a) a year of national service; (b) greater protection of teaching from 
research (and. the liberation of education from instrumental training); and 
(c) new measures to advance equality of opportunities in higher education. 



A. Introduction 



1. Our Perspective 

Like generals preparing to fight again the last war in the next 
engagement, many features of the American system of higher education are 



past rather than future oriented. At present, the American college and 
university system is best at preparing students for a society which is 
committed primarily to the production of commodities, while the society 
is reorienting toward a growing concern with the Good Life. Also, the 
system of higher education is fragmented into myriad decision-making points 
although a capacity for drawing national lines is becoming increasingly 
necessary/ 

The following changes in the American system of higher education 
are suggested in order to orient the system more toward the society in 
which 1 ts graduates Wi 1 1 I ive and also to help make the society more one 



in which they will wish to live. Thus, in these calculations we take into 
, account both where We see the society going and where we find it must go, 
s if it is to provide a meaningful life responsive to the needs and values 
of its chang i ng members..; :: v/ • ;./•/ 
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The system of higher education is not expected to serve as a lever 
to change society; higher education is not that powerful. It tends more 
to reflect where society is going than to determine its course. Still, 
the educational system can significantly add to or subtract from the forces 
influencing social change, whose main sources 1 ie elsewhere. While, at 
present, the system seems to add to the alienation of significant segments 
of America's youth and to fail to provide opportunities for them to engage 
in constructive projects, the introduction of a year of national service 
would provide a concrete and legitimate outlet for the idealism of youth, 
through work which is not self-serving but rather advances societal causes 
ranging from social justice to beauty. 

Although present commitments to research eat into the resources 
of those institutions of higher educat ion which should see teaching as 
their primary mission, the introduction of a greater separation of research 
universities from teach ing col leges may serve to protect teaching in gen- 
eral , and 1 iberal arts education in particular. Greater support for teach- 
ing will help to ensure that the increasing special ization of academic 
fields will not erode the humanizing elements of higher education, and 
that the future society will be less technocratic and fragmentary, more 
meaningful and wholesome. 

J nc^rjs'iistis i n. the equal i ty of opportunity in higher ^ 
»'€*erti,V-:at:-.; b«* ■ adyahce at the pace .of a drowsy snai 1 . . New , 
approaches! seem necessary if this goal is to be seriously advanced.’ The, 
introduction of a combination of changes including "open enrollment," 

''■'h-hX* it* ■ f.. v;V^ -v '■ i J C : f Yy 

compensatory education, alterations in testing and admi ssion requirements, 

< ;' i: , '■ •> • , ; t ,» > 1 <i, t£0” ; >. ) '"-W • - ' '5 ~i 

ethnic studies and other changes explored below, may help. The question 
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of where the considerable resources such a program requires may come from 
is also explored below. 

A by-product of all these suggested changes— making higher educa- 
tion more equally available and more expressive .providing greater protec- 
tion of teaching from research, and tying higher education more closely to 
meaningful national projects— will be a reduction in the alienation and 
rebellion of the students. We cannot stress sufficiently that we do not 
urge that higher education should be changed in order to reduce campus or 
street disorders. It ought to be changed in order to make the system more 
effective in leading toward a "person-centered" society* and more responsive 

•fjp 

On this concept and its relation to higher education see Willis W. Harman, 
"The Nature of Our Society: implications For Schools," paper prepared for 

; the ERIC Clearinghouse on Educational Administration, Eugene, Oregon; 

October I969. 



to the society's needs as well as those of the students. In no place do 
we advocate changes that we do not see as otherwise j ust if i ed oh 1 y to 
"cool out," or to reward, unres^t. Nor do we be I j eve that one can deal 
with unrest per se; the underlying issues must be faced sooner or later 
and whatever dec) ine in. unrest, that results from this process is a bonus. 

. We should also state expl ic I tly that the changes in higher education 
icji; aro, suggested, ' n the^fol lowing pages assume a changing and changeable 
society. Many of these „ suggested changes make no sense i f we sought to 
reproduce yesterday's, society tomorrow, and they, could not be effectively 
ach i eyed unless society were also, changing;, , 

. V - T ^, e which foil ow may seem to advocate, a fundamental 

departure , from; existing practices. And, It is true, that they . involve. more 
changesjn the system than mbst .suggestions made recently which involve 



